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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is a copy of the PCT 
abstract, which does not conform. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01 (b). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hack (WO 
91/04684). 

In regard to claim 5, Hack teaches a set of socks (figure 3) having holes located 
near the open end of each sock wherein the holes enable to attach the socks to one 
another by inserting each closed end of each sock through the hole of the other sock 
and pulling out the closed ends of the socks (page 2, lines 13-19). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hack. 

In regard to claim 1 , Hack teaches a method of attaching articles of clothing to 
one another each article has a hole located near the open end of the article (figure 3). 
The method comprising the steps of inserting a first side of the first article through the 
hole of the second article (figure 3). Pulling out the first side of the first article through 
the second side of the second article (figure 3). The sock of Hack is capable of pulling 
the second side of the second article through the first side of the first article, since both 
the first and second sock articles having an aperture capable of receiving the body of 
the opposite sock (page 2, lines 13-19). 

In regard to claim 2, Hack teaches the first article is a first sock of a matched pair 
of socks and the second article is a second sock of the matched pair of socks (figure 3). 

In regard to claim 3, Hack fails to teach the hole of the sock having a circular 

shape. 

It would have been obvious to have provided the hole of each sock article being 
in a circular shape or a rectangular shape, because as long as the sock article has a 
hole the shape of the hole can be selected from many well known shapes and as 
supported in Applicant's specification on page 3, lines 9-14. 

In regard to claim 4, Hack teaches the hole of the socks having a rectangular 
shape (2). 
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Hack teaches all the structure as required by the method and therefore the article 
of Hack is capable of being used in the method of claims 1-4. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sepessy, Treiber, Poole, Chesebro, Jacovitz, Largent, Pappas, 
Reed, Knox et al., Jones, Foster, Imahata, Yungkurth, Messman, Poole and Ferguson 
are all cited to show closely related garment articles. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/525,961 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3765 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alissa L. Hoey 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3700 



